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“Mr, Griffiths proposed years ago that doors and shutters should be
employed to shut out bats and nest-building insects from the few Caves that
contain much painting, but this excellent suggestion was only carried out in the
case of Cave 1.”
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“New Delhi, Aug 8th—A UNESCO Mission which toured India recently
recommended the use of modern tcchniques for preservation of murals end
sculptures of Ajanta and Ellora Caves, says U. N. I, The Mission consisted of
Mr. Harord Plenderleith, Director of International Centre for the Preservation
& Restoration of Cultural Property & Mr Paul Coremans, Head of Belgium’s
Royal Inst. for the Preservation of Cultural Property. Mr. Coremsns has since
died.”

“In its report the Mission has said that the Paintings at Ellora and Ajanta
have suffered deterioration both from natural causes end at the hands of
restorers. The reportessays that some of the paintings and murals have suffered
because of dcfcotive techniques, over-restorations of sculptures and architectural
¢ lements, scrapping, smudging and over-painting on ‘the frescoes. Bulk of the
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damages has, however, been caused by the weathering of facades, cracks and see-
page of water, crystallization of salt and the staining of murals because of smoke
and heat. The Mission has suggested investigation on and paintings by micros-
copy and microchemistry to reveal the underlying strata of murals showing
whether there is more than one layer of painting, the depth of vernishes,
impregnants and such other detals, examination by ultra-violet fluorescence
and by infrared photography and a complete numidity survey of the Caves by
surface measurements at different seasons of the year. In addition there
should be a sc.entific diagnosis of the structure, composition and condition of
the walls and materials.”

“The Mission has also submitted to UNESCO proposals to set up a system
of museum laboratories and a regional Centre for South Asia to train techm-
cians specilising in conservation methods.”  ( EB1{ei3 wws 381 caeea )
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